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3 YEAR TRUSTEES
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Lake Erie Wreck Divers
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Fremont, Ohio 34320
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elexali@juno.com

Patrix Heschel
Bay Area Divers
11899 W. Portage River Rd. S.
Oak Harbor, OH 43449
(419)341-2102
patrix@patrixsscuba.com

Jack Hardy
Toledo Submariners
205 Clark Street
Swanton, OH  43558
(419) 826-1663
hardyjl@embarqmail.com
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Lu Ann Howard
Buckeye Divers
384 Jefferson Street
Pataskala, Ohio  43062
(740) 927-5663
lhoward@subaquatics.com

SECRETARY
Vivian Duff
TA Dive Club
4115 Dennis Rd.
New Holland, OH 43145
(614) 271-3483
v_duff@yahoo.com

1 YEAR TRUSTEE
Sue Smith
Bay Area Divers
112 Raisin Circle
Dundee, MI  48131
(734) 497-3917
divgirl@cass.net

Rich Synowiec
Independent
3380 Washtenaw Avenue,
Ann Arbor, MI  48104
 (734) 971 7770
rich@whitestarquarry.com

Roger Roth
Gavia Scuba Club
10632 Cinderella
Cincinnati, OH  45242
(513) 793-9896
rroth2@cinci.rr.com

Riley Kilroy
Bay Area Divers
4800 Chestnut Road
Independence, OH  44131
(216) 870-3695
rpkilroy@sbcglobal.net

WEBSITE DIRECTOR
Mark Beatty
Gavia Scuba Club
321 S. Waynesville Rd
Oregonia, OH  45054
(513)-932- 5983
webmaster@ocssdi.org

FACEPLATE  EDITOR
Rich Lauer
rlauer@ohiohills.com

OCSSDI Officers for 2011

COMMITTEES:
•  Legislative Action: Scott Pansing
•  Archeology: Carrie Sowden
•  Promotions: Lu Ann Howard
•  Membership:  Rich Lauer
•  Speakers Bureau: Marty Bailey,   Annette Soule
•  Memorial Scholarship: Dick Colwell

This is a fun time of year for divers.  Only the hardiest (or
craziest) are diving locally right now, but we’re just a month of
two away from the 2011 dive season.  Meanwhile there are
scuba festivals going on everywhere.  One of the best is going
on this weekend here is Ohio -- ScubaFest 2011.

     Look inside for details.  You’d have to be deaf and blind to
have missed it so far.  We have Sean Fisher coming, from the
famous Fisher treasure-diving family.  We have speakers and
presenters coming from all over the country (& Caribbean) with
a whole range of subjects & shows.  We have Discover Scuba
Saturday and Sunday, for that friend of yours that you’ve been
trying to hook.
     There are in-depth workshops.  There are prizes.  The
Exhibitor Room is Full again -- many of our regulars have
returned (most of ‘em!), and there are new people.  The popular
Silent Auction table will be ready.

     Remember, admission is FREE to the exhibit rooms.  There is
no better way to spend a spring day -- at most you’re just a
couple hours away.  AND we have arranged good driving
weather.  Come for free get your kids or friends into Discover
Scuba, and rank it as a great diving weekend.
     But, just $15 will get you into the Presentation rooms.  Travel
-- the Red Sea, Layang Layang, the Phillipines, St. Croix, 1000
Islands, the Caymans.  Wreck diving -- L. R. Doty, Thunder Bay,
Marion Egen, Sidewheelers.  Equipment -- rebreathers, dry
suits, computers.  Underwater Photography.  DAN.  Public
Safety.  Diving in Ohio.
     The highlight of the weekend is the Saturday night banquet -
- our 52nd!  See the winners of the ScubaFest Regional Photo
Competition, and the awarding of the OCSSDI Scholarship.
And the presentation by Sean Fisher, guaranteed to get your
treasure hunting spirits excited.

     Read all the facts & highlights at scubafest.org - schedules,
speakers, workshops, auction items, etc.   It would be advanta-
geous if you decide to come to the banquet or attend a work-
shop, to order your tickets right away.  There will be limited
number of banquet tickets available Friday and Saturday, but
expect these to disappear quickly.

OCSSDI Mission Statement:  To promote the sports of
skin and scuba diving and appropriate research; to
encourage safety; to represent skin and scuba divers in all
interests related to diving; to encourage the protection of
the environment; to provide a vehicle for the exchange of
information within the diving community; and any and all
things necessary of incident to any thereof.



Newark Poseidons
Newark, Ohio
Dave Rauch
362 Coffman Blvd
Heath, OH  43056
(740) 522-4710
rauchhouse@alink.com

Ohio Quarry Divers
     Statewide, Ohio
1728 State Route 533
Bellefontaine, Ohio 43311
scubagirl143 @hotmail.com

Rec2Tec Dive Club
Dayton, Ohio
Chris Wilson
8749 Monica Drive
Dayton, OH 45324
937-305-5258
info@rec2tec.com

Scuba Educators International
Muncie, Indiana
Tom Leaird
1623 W. Jackson Street
Muncie, IN
765-281-0600
info@seidiving.org

Springfield Scuba Society
Springfield, Ohio
Jody Lewis
1238 Shrine Road
Springfield, Ohio  45504
(937) 323-2545
h20hogwtjal@sbcglobal.net

T. A. Dive Club
Reynoldsburg, Ohio
Ernie Naples
3790 Mount Hood Court
Gahanna, Ohio  43230-1191
614-471-2227
submerged@wowway.com

Toledo Submariners
Toledo, Ohio
Jack Hardy
205 Clark Street
Swanton, OH  43558
(419) 826-1663
hardyjl@embarqmail.com

Underwater Adventurers
Columbus, Ohio
Chuck Turner
9341 Industrial Parkway
Plain City, OH  43064
(614) 873-4324
woodchuckshop@msn.com

Aquatic Adventurers
Columbus, Ohio
Jack Hornsby
5421 Harrisburg-Georgesville Rd.
Grove City, OH  43123
(614) 877-3085
jackhornsby@cs.com

Aqua Amigos Scuba Club
Cleveland, Ohio
Greg Randal
PO Box 32004
Cleveland, OH  44132
(440) 461-8877
aquaamigos@gmail.com

 Aquanauts
Columbus, Ohio
Joe McCurry
929 Bethel Road
Columbus, OH  43214
(614) 457-3483
diveclub@aquaimmersion.com

Aqua Mariners, Inc.
Canton, Ohio
Jean Griffin
PO Box 8064
Canton, OH  44711-8064
(330) 452-5582
jaybee@ameritech.net

Aqua Masters, Inc.
Lakewood, Ohio
Carol Dennison
1705 Allen Drive
Westlake, OH  44145
(440) 899-5096
carolegir@aol.com

ASK Snorkel Divers
Dublin, Ohio
Carol Kender
148 W. Mohawk Dr
Shawnee Hills, OH 43065
614-226-6709
scuba.one@hotmail.com

Bay Area Divers
Sandusky, Ohio
Jim Wilson
4414 East Stonehenge
Port Clinton, OH  43452
(419) 797-4943
jim.linda.wilson@gmail.com

Buckeye Divers
Columbus, Ohio
Lu Ann Howard
384 Jefferson Street
Pataskala, OH  43062
(740) 927-5663
lhoward@subaquatics.com

Central Ohio Divers
Columbus, Ohio
Tara Chesshir
1361 Northwest Blvd.
Columbus, OH  43212
(614) 506-0961
chesshir@columbus.rr.com

Cincinnati Hammerheads
Cincinnati, Ohio
Steve Daniel
3974 S. Whetzel
Cincinnati, OH  45227
(513) 702-4767
scubasdaniel@yahoo.com

Cincinnati Underwater
                 Explorers
Cincinnati, Ohio
Donald Hudson
PO Box 0062
Cincinnati, OH  45224
(513) 681-7802
dhudson513@aol.com

Circleville Land Sharks
Circleville, Ohio
Randy Beck
16180 Walnut Creek Pike
Ashville, Ohio  43103
(740) 983-1152
randybeck89@hotmail.com

Columbus Sea Nags
Columbus, Ohio
Rob Robison
6803 Maplebrook Lane
Columbus, Ohio  43235
(614) 798-1206
robison25@yahoo.com

Gavia Scuba Club
Cincinnati, Ohio
Bill Libecap
4349 Clifford Road
Cincinnati, OH  45236
513-608-3858
mr_bill@mailcity.com

Guernsey County
       Underwater Rescue
Caldwell, Ohio
James Starr
1206 North Street
Caldwell, OH 43724
(740) 732-5018
jstarr211@verizon.net

Kittyhawk Scuba Club
Dayton, Ohio
John Choby
534 North 3rd Steet
Tipp City OH 45371
937-219-8567
jchoby1@woh.rr.com

Lake Erie Wreck Divers
Lorain, Ohio
Dave Soule
1417 W. 37th St
Lorain, OH  44053
(440) 989-1086
Dave@LakeErieWreckDivers.com

Lima Scubanauts
Lima, Ohio
Gene Mertz
3831 Meadowview Drive
Lima, OH  45805
(419) 999-2076
briddiver@aol.com

Maritime Archaeological
      Survey Team  (MAST)
Scott Pansing
PO Box  93352
Cleveland, OH  44101-5352
800-893-1485   ex. 6
committee@ohioMAST.org

Mid-Ohio Divers
Columbus, Ohio
Donald Snyder
6652 Woodsedge Drive
Reynoldsburg, Ohio  43068
(614) 860-0739
donsnyder@wowway.com

North Coast Aquatic
         Scuba Explorers
Cleveland, Ohio
Linda Carter
2571 Fenwick Road
University Heights, Ohio  44118
(216) 371-9540
lindacarterrn@sbcglobal.net

Members of the Ohio Council of Skin
and Scuba Divers, Inc.



OCSSDI  ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
• Lake Erie Shipwreck Research Center•

Vermilion, OH    (440) 967-3467
• Adventures In Diving

Strongsville, OH      (440)  572-2005
adv.in.diving@zoominternet.net

• Aqua Hut Travel
Toledo, Ohio   (419) 535-7599
thetravelbug@sbcglobal.net

• Aqua Immersion
Columbus, Ohio   (614) 457-3483
jmccurry@aquaimmersion.com

• Aqua Specialists, Inc.
Cleveland,  OH      (216)  252-4855
www.aquaspecialists.com

• Aquatic Adventures
Hilliard, OH    (614) 889-2822
www.aquaticadventuresohio.com

• Aquatic Realm Scuba Center
Centerville, OH (937) 428-9836
aquaticrealmscuba@earthlink.net

• Blue Water Consulting
Baltimore, OH (740) 862-8992

• Buckeye Diving School, Bedford, Ohio
(440) 439-3677
www.buckeyedive.com

• Captain Nemo’s Dive Shop
Dover, OH   (330) 364-1314
captainnemo@wilkshire.net

• Dale’s Diving Shop
Sandusky, OH    (419) 625-4134
dalesdiv@wcnet.org

• Discover Diving LLC
Newark, OH   (740) 344-2803
www.discover-diving.com

• Discovery Dive Charters & Tours
Cleveland, OH  (216) 692-3483
www.discoverydive.com

• Diver’s Axis
Wooster, OH   (330) 262-3483
diversaxis@msn.com

• Diver’s Incorporated.
Ann Arbor, MI  48104   (734) 971 7770

• Diver’s Paradise
Toledo, OH   (419) 535-6828
www.diversparadiseusa.com

• Great Lakes Historical Society
Vermilion, OH   (440) 967-3467
shipwreck@inlandseas.org

• Great Lakes DiveCenter
Shelby Twp., MI.  (586) 254-7670
dave@greatlakesdivecenter.com

• Huntington Sport & Commercial Diving
Huntington, West Virginia (304) 528-6622
hscuba257@aol.com

• JRS School of Scuba
Rootstown, Ohio (330) 325-2233

• Lakeview Park
Lancaster, OH   (740) 653-4519
stewlakeview@cs.com

• Long Lake Scuba
Lima, OH   (419) 331-3483
twink@wcoil.com

• Mother Earth Eco-Adventures
Clinton, N.C.   (866) 572-4876
lindsay@motherearthscuba.com

• Robnick’s Scuba Service, Inc.
Oxford, OH   (513) 226-3941
greyboy6@msn.com

• New Wave Complete Diving Store,
Port Clinton, OH    (419) 734-2240
info@newwavescuba.com

• Portage Quarry Recreation Club,
Bowling Green, OH    (419) 352-8488
www.portagequarry.com

• Quarry Divers
Gibsonburg, OH   (419) 637-7911

• Scuba Dew, Inc.
Fairfield, OH   (513) 939-DIVE
scubadew@cincin.rr.com

• Southern Ohio Diving Academy
Kettering, OH   (937)  298-2999
soda@usa.com

• Scuba Recovery Dive Charters
Findlay, OH  (419) 422-3215

• Straits Scuba Center
E. China, MI   (866) 329-DIVE
intrepid@firststep.net

• The Scuba Lady
Shawnee Hills, OH  614-226-6709
scuba.one@hotmail.com

• Todd’s Scuba Sales
Circleville Twin Quarries
Circleville, OH   (740) 474-9530
www.twinquarries.com

• Treasure Cove Scuba
Niles, OH   (330)  544-6230
gskichalet@aol.com

• Tri-State Scuba
Cincinnati, OH   (513)  271-2800
scubafun@tristatescuba.com

• UDM Aquatics Services
        Canonsburg, PA  15317

jimlap212@comcast.net
• Underwater Adventures
           Sandusky, Ohio  44870    (419) 627-2702
          scubadiver71@aol.com
• White Star Quarry
           Gibsonburgy, Ohio   48104  (419) 637-3483

rich@whitestarquarry.com



Ohio Council of Skin & Scuba Divers, Inc. Fall Meeting
Held Sunday, November 21, 2010 at The Lodge at Sawmill Creek, Huron, OH

Those in attendance:

Name                                    Club Affiliation

Vivian Duff TA Dive Club
Annette Soule Lake Erie Wreck Divers/BAD
Ronald R. Smith Bay Area Divers
Roger Roth Gavia Scuba Club
Darrell Logan Circleville Landsharks
Judy Logan TA Dive Club
Lu Howard Buckeye Divers
Rich Synowiec Bay Area Divers/White Star
Jim Wilson Bay Area Divers

Rich Lauer brought the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m.  Vivian Duff read the Council meeting minutes from the July 18, 2010 meeting at
Portage Quarry.  Per discussions, she suggested that the Personal Safety article left out of the Fall, 2010 Faceplate be included in a
future 2011 Faceplate before the start of the summer dive season.  Darrell Logan made a motion to accept the minutes as read.  Sue
Smith seconded the motion.

Lu Howard gave the Treasurer’s Report.  Darrell Logan made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report subject to audit.  Annette
Soule seconded the motion.

Committee Reports

Legislative – No report.

O2  Vivian Duff read Scott Pansing’s report in his absence.  It will be included with the minutes.

Faceplate  - Rich Lauer will generate a Faceplate in Spring, 2011.

License Report – No report per Rich Lauer

Put-in-Bay Clean-up – Patrix Heschel reported that the Sept, 2010 clean-up was cancelled due to the toxic algae in Lake Erie.  The
next event will be held on Sept. 19, 2011.

MAST – no report.

Scholarship – no report.

Promotions – Lu Howard said no report other than ScubaFest is coming up March 18 – 20, 2011 at the Crowne Plaza North in
Columbus, OH

Speaker’s Bureau – Rich asked Annette Soule to talk about it.  The OCSSDI supports speaker fees to talk to dive clubs.  OCSSDI
tries to maintain a list of available speakers.  It is a short list not used often, but it is available.  Rich talks to the club presidents when
they need an idea and he suggests the speaker’s bureau.

ScubaFest – Darrell Logan gave a report.  ScubaFest is coming up March 18 – 20, 2011 at the Crowne Plaza North in Columbus, OH
 with Sean Fisher, the grandson of treasure hunter Mel Fisher, as the banquet keynote speaker.  One bar of gold is worth $550,000.
Some of the 2010 speakers will be returning such as Dave Trotter and there will be new speakers too.  There will be public safety
classes offered.  Rich Lauer is teaching advanced Adobe Photoshop as a follow-up to the previous years’ basic classes.
     Bill Libecap has offered to teach ‘Beyond the Basics’ of underwater photography.  Roger Roth will return.  Sue Smith will present.
Lu Howard will be manning the OC booth.  Patrix Heschel will have a booth.  The photo contest will be run by Rich Lauer and the
deadline for entries is March 1, 2011 for the Ohio Regional Contest.  Any underwater photographer who resides in Ohio or the states
that touch Ohio is eligible to enter the contest.

Sue Smith Bay Area Divers
Riley Kilroy Bay Area Divers
Jack Hardy Toledo Submariners
Jeannine Hardy Toledo Submariners
Bill Libecap Gavia Scuba Club
Jay Lenhart Bay Area Divers
Neil A. McGee Bay Area Divers
Patrix S. Heschel Bay Area Divers
Jason Smith Bay Area Divers



     Discover Scuba will be run again with help from Aquatic Adventures of Ohio.  The 2010 Discover Scuba pool sessions
had 50 people try scuba from which 50% were certified.  The forms are available on the website for exhibitors, non-profits,
regular attendees and volunteers.  Nekton liveaboard who was a supporter in 2010 has ceased operations.  The Baja Aggres-
sor liveaboard is the grand prize for the photo contest with an estimated value of $2,400 - $2,800 depending on the dates
picked by the prize winner.

Rich Lauer said 2 years ago there were 40 – 50 entries in the Great Lakes category.  In March, 2010 there were only 2.
He would like to see the number of entries go up again.

Roger Roth suggested taking lots of pictures and entering several contests over the years and you may win.  Enter
several shows each year and you may win purely from a different judging team.  Vivian Duff asked a re-entry question and
Rich Lauer confirmed that contestants can re-enter the same photos in the ScubaFest competition if it did not win in a
previous year.

Lu Howard said OCSSDI hands out club info, but it is old.  She asked that we include this request for ‘new informa-
tion’ from the clubs.  She will then pass out new information at the OC booth at ScubaFest.

Annette Soule asked Rich to include a paragraph in the Faceplate on the Speaker’s Bureau as a reminder of its
availability.  Publish a list of speakers and their topic and that a $50 stipend will be paid by OC.  Rich said if we ask Sue Smith
from Ann Arbor, OC would not cover her travel, but the club could pay it.

New Business

Rich Lauer received the By-Laws a year ago and the update is not yet complete.  It is time to complete them.  He will type and
distribute the proposed changes.  We need to have a meeting in early February to discuss the changes, update the By-Laws
and complete the task by March, 2011.

Roger Roth talked to Mark Beatty.  Some accountant said OC was remiss in filing papers with the IRS.  Mark said he did not
know if Form 990 had been completed in 3 years when our worth is less than $25,000.  Darrell Logan said the form is available
on the IRS.gov website.  Lu reported that the ‘Statement of continued existence’ was done in May, 2010 as she did it.  Lu will
file the Form 990.

Annette Soule asked if we need to discuss the $50 cap on the stipend for the Speaker’s Bureau.  Rich Lauer will check old
Faceplates for the reason of the cap at $50.  Roger Roth said it was at least 5 years ago.  Sue Smith suggested that two clubs
at the same location could share any additional speaker cost.

Annette Soule asked do we support Scuba for Diabetes?  Rich said no.  Good question for discussion.  Scuba for Diabetes is
just in the Cleveland area.  Darrell has competed in an underwater puzzle event.  It is a timed U/W event with a fee amount
and donations to the event.  Rich said we support Legends and Put-in-Bay which supports diving.  Diabetes supports
something else.  We can put a notice in the January issue of Faceplate.  Annette supports the event.  Roger suggested we
promote, but not necessarily give money.  Jack Hardy says it is another way to get our name out on the list.  Annette
suggested  research of does it bring dive clubs together?  Jack Hardy asked we take the issue back to the local clubs for
open discussion.  Rich suggested he send e-mails.  Teams pay a fee of approximately $100.  Roger Roth suggested an
OCSSDI  team.  Judy says team gets own sponsor.  We could sponsor a team with seed money.  Annette/Rich helped the
motion:   OC will give seed money $100 if Council members want to form a team to participate in the Cleveland Scuba for
Diabetes on March 11, 2011.  Annette made a motion to pass it and Roger seconded the motion.  Riley Kilroy of BAD
volunteered to form the team.  Everyone present voted for the proposal.

Election of Trustees

Rich said it was time to vote for one 3-year trustee.  Current 3 years are:  Rich Lauer, Patrix Heschel and Elex Ali.  In 2013, the
newly voted Trustee will become the Head Trustee.  Rich opened the floor for nominations:

Darrell Logan nominated  Rich Lauer, he declined.  Roger Roth nominated Rich Synowiec, he declined.  Sue Smith nominated
Jack Hardy.  Annette Soule nominated Riley Kilroy.  Rich Lauer nominated Bill Libecap, he declined.  Voting commenced and
Jack Hardy was elected as the new 3-year Trustee.

Next was the vote for four 1-year Trustees.  Nominated were:  Sue Smith, Rich Synowiec, Riley Kilroy, Judy Logan and Roger
Roth.  Elected were:  Sue Smith, Rich Synowiec, Riley Kilroy and Roger Roth.

The ScubaFest Liaison to the Ohio Council is Judy Logan until March, 2011.  Vivian Duff continues as OC Secretary.



     Once voting was complete, Rich Lauer opened the discussion of how in 52 years of the OC does one club gets a vote
towards Trustees?  When he reviewed it, the By-Laws state that the Trustees picked the officers, but that is not how we
presently do it.  Should we have the Trustees made decisions?  Is one rep from a club a good representation of member votes?
We cannot have more than 1 trustee from the same club for fairness.  Roger Roth asked what is the advantage of change?  Rich
Lauer said we could vote by phone or e-mail.  Per Darrell Logan, the Trustees are responsible for the day-to-day operations.
Rich Lauer asked is the rep present supporting the way their club would vote?  Some clubs do vote for an OC rep to attend the
meetings.  Jack Hardy would like to see the Trustees conduct the day to day operations and the meeting be run by the clubs.

Perhaps we give the Head Trustee the right to table a motion.  Bill Libecap pointed out that anyone can table a motion.  Darrell
Logan stated that Roberts Rules of Order says anyone can table a motion and all discussion stops.

Rich will send information in January and set up a February meeting.  Annette Soule asked if a conference call is possible in
order to attend.  Rich Synowiec suggested a Skype connection.  See Skype.com.

Roger Roth made a motion to adjourn.  Rich adjourned the meeting at 10:37 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Vivian Duff, SecretaryVivian Duff, SecretaryVivian Duff, SecretaryVivian Duff, SecretaryVivian Duff, Secretary

MAST Training Workshop
by Carrie Sowden

     This letter is for those divers who have expressed interest in the Maritime Archaeological Survey
Team (MAST) in the past.  To become a member of MAST, all you have to do is complete the training
workshop that MAST holds with the Great Lakes Historical Society.  This year our training workshop
will be held on April 30 and May 1 with the in water training taking place on May 21 and 22.
     MAST is a great organization to be a part of.  They are actively involved in protecting our sub-
merged cultural heritage.  This training program will teach you the basics of surveying, measuring, and
detailing a shipwreck, why that work is important, and how to research the site from a historical
perspective.   This class is for divers and non-divers.  While there is a lot to be done underwater, every
good research project has a large on-land portion, so non-divers are encouraged to come and learn as
well.
     Along with the training workshop on April 30, that evening is the
MAST annual dinner.  This year will have Dr. Brian Redmond
from the Cleveland Natural History Museum
coming to speak about his work at the
Danbury Site, a prehistoric site
 located on the Marblehead
Peninsula, which
 indicates a healthy
involvement with Lake
Erie. This is always
a great weekend!
If you have any
questions please
look over the flyer
elsewhere in the newsletter, and feel free to contact me –  shipwreck@inlandseas.org
                     or 440-967-3467 x 6.



ScubaFest 2011
Some Quick reminders: The 2011 ScubaFest takes place March 18-20, again at the Crowne Plaza North

Hotel in Columbus.  Last year’s highly successful event brought more than 1,000 divers & friends, 35+ vendors
in the free Exhibit Hall, excellent presentations, prizes galore, and good food and drinks Saturday night. There
were four presentation rooms going on all day.  Discover Scuba, with instructors and volunteers from Aquatic
Adventures, was a tremendous success.

Keynote Speaker for ScubaFest 2011 will be Sean Fisher, grandson of the legendary Mel Fisher, the
World’s Greatest Treasure Hunter.  Mel is most famous for his discovery of the Nuestra Senora de Atocha and
the Santa Margarita, rich treasure ships that sank  during a hurricane on September 6, 1622, near Key West,
Florida.  Sean Fisher has long been a part of his Grandpa Mel’s adventures. In his teenage years he spent his
days at sea on the boats as part of the crew.

See the schedule below.  For a list of presentations, workshops, and other festivities, go to
www.scubafest.org.

FRIDAY, MARCH 18, 2011
8:00 am-noon DAN Oxygen First Aid
8:00 am-4:00 pm PSI/Visual Cylinder Inspector Courses
1:00 pm-5:00 pm DAN First Aid for Hazardous Marine Life
4:00 pm-7:00 pm PSI/Eddy Current Service Technician Course
5:00 pm-8:30 pm ScubaFest Registration open
7:00 pm-9:00 pm Sean Fisher Meet & Greet
8:00 pm Sean Fisher, Mike Brittsan presentations
9:30 pm Preview of Photo Competition entries

SATURDAY, MARCH 19, 2011
8:00 am-4:00 pm ScubaFest Registration open
8:30 am-4:00 pm PSI/Visual Cylinder Inspector Courses
9:00 am-11:00 am MAST Underwater Archaeology Workshop
9:00 am-Noon Discover Scuba sessions
10:00 am-5:00 pm Presentations each hour
10:00 am-5:00 pm Exhibit Hall open
10:00 am-5:00 pm Silent Auction bidding, Door Prize drawings
1:00 pm-3:00 pm Discover Scuba sessions
1:00 pm-4:00 pm PhotoShop Elements 8 Workshop, Basics and Beyond
5:00 pm-6:00 pm Cash Bar, Banquet seating
6:00 pm-7:00 pm OCSSDI’s Annual Banquet
7:00 pm-9:00 pm Program

•   Photo Competition winners
•   Scholarship Presentation
•   Keynote presentation by Sean Fisher

9:00 pm-Midnight Casino Night & Party

SUNDAY, MARCH 20, 2011
8:00 am-11:00 am Simple Underwater Videography Workshop
8:30 am-Noon ScubaFest Registration open
8:00 am-10 asm Winter meeting of OCSSDI
10:00 am-4:00 pm Presentations each hour
10:00 am-4:00 pm Exhibit Hall open
10:00 am-3:30 pm Silent Auction bidding, Door Prize drawings
11:00 am MAST Member Meeting
1:00 pm-3:00 pm Discover Scuba sessions
3:30 pm Silent Auction bidding ends, winners announced



ScubaFest Photo Competition Judges
The three people who will judge the 2011 ScubaFest Regional Photo Competition have been announced.  They

are Ruth Lowther of the Aggressor Fleet; Jon Wells, longtime PADI Master Instructor and underwater photogra-
pher; and Terry Bacus of the ScubaFest Committee, and former editor of Scales & Rails magazine.  Many thanks
to the three of them.

Bribes will be glasly accepted.  It’s too late to affect the outcome, of course, but they’ll be accepted.
Winners will be announced at the Saturday night divver at ScubaFest.  Grand prize this year is an all expenses

week on board the new Baja Aggressor.  The winner can choose from one of three itineraries diving and photo-
graphing the Great Whites, or among the large creatures: manta rays, schooling hammerheads, white tip and silver
tip sharks, and bottlenose dolphin.  You choose the week and the agenda.  Value is @ $2500.

One of the fun activities of ScubaFest is choosing the People’s Choice award for the photo competition.  Friday
evening and all day Saturday, paid ScubaFest
attendees can choose among the competition
entries and pick their favoite.  The price for
People’s Choise this year is really a people’s
choice.  The winn receives a $500 voucher
from Deep Blue Adventures , who have been
sponsors of the competition since it’s incep-
tion.  The voucher is good towards any trip,
anywhere that Deep Blue Adventures travels.
The winner chooses his or her own vacation.

Aggressor Fleet and Deep Blue Adven-
tures, along with our third sponsor Midwest
Dive News will again be at ScubaFest
supporting Ohio divers as they have for years.
Be sure to stop by, thank them, and talk about
your upcoming diving plans.

Membership for 2011
Ohio Council of Skin
and Scuba Divers, Inc.

Dues: $12 per year.  $9 per year, if a member of an
affiliate club.  Make checks to OCSSDI, send to:

Rich Lauer
710 Ravenna Circle
Reynoldsburg, OH  43068

Remember, you may also renew through Pay-Pal.
Go to ocssdi.org.

NAME  _______________________________________________
ADDRESS  ____________________________________________
CITY  ___________________________STATE____ZIP________
CLUB AFFILIATION, if any _______________________________
PHONE________________E-MAIL_________________________
     If you give us your e-mail address, we will automatically send you the Faceplate on-line, unless
you request a hard copy.



One of the benefits to member clubs is participation with the Speakers Bureau.  The council is
blessed with a talented group of instructors, photographers, who are in demand for presentations.  You
can bring one of these speakers to your club.

Here’s how it works.  Suppose a club from Cleveland wanted me to come up and give a presen-
tation.  (C’mon, it could happen!)  After working out the details with me as far as reimbursement or
stipend, the club would apply to the OCSSDI for up to a $50 allowance.  At this point Council has said
that can be done once a year.

We want the speakers to be from the Council.  It is not set up for someone from Cincinnati to
drive across town and give a talk, and especially not to your own club.  But where there is travel &
expense involved, OCSSDI wants to help.  We like the dissemination of information, and the camaraderie
that club interaction can bring.

If you know someone you’d like to have come to your club function, take advantage of your
Council membership.  Also, check out the list of speakers on our website – ocssdi.org.

CALL FOR SPEAKERS: And also we want to once again invite speakers from Council to get
into the Speakers Bureau.  You can contact Marty or Annette through the Speakers Bureau tab on the
website.

Don’t Forget the Speakers Bureau

With this first meeting and Faceplate of 2011, the list of new officers and trustees is listed on page 1.  Good
luck and thanks to all of those who have volunteered.

If you attended the November meeting of OCSSDI, or if you read the minutes from the meeting, you will see
that we had decided to finalize the OCSSDI bylaws over the winter.  Bill Libecap, Mary Shrock, and Dick Colwell
had done a lot of the work last year, and a volunteer committee met once and got partway through updates and
suggestions.  My goal was, over this past winter, to type up the suggested changes, and distribute them to Council,
and organize another get-together before ScubaFest.

But then we were hit with the ice-age of 2010-2011.  Plus there were a lot of other things going on (see more
on that below).  So it didn’t get done this winter.

Now that I am no longer a Trustee, and ScubaFest will soon be done, I am going to volunteer to finish that up.
If the new Senior Trustee agrees, I’ll get on the project, type up the changes so far, distribute them to whomever is
interested, and we’ll go from there.  If you are interested in giving us your input, please be sure to let me know.  We
welcome it.

With that said, let me pontificate a little:  The Ohio Council of Skin and Scuba Divers, Inc. is your state scuba
alliance.  While supporting the interests of all divers in the Midwest, Council functions through the effort of volun-
teers, most often people who are also involved in their own regional clubs, in MAST, and other scuba activities
(harbor cleanup, DAN barbecue, etc.)

There are dozens of jobs that need to be accomplished to keep the engine running smoothly.  Most of them,
MOST OF THEM, will take a couple hours a month, nothing extraordinary.  The only time a crunch happens is
when all the jobs fall on just a few volunteers.  And the result is, even with all good intentions, things don’t get done.
Or, people get burned out and we lose their services for good.

It is a benefit to all our divers to have an agency like OCSSDI.  But, big secret, it’s also fun and fulfilling to get
involved.  It’s nothing to be afraid of.  Like I wrote above, it’s usually just a few hours a month, when efforts are
spread around.

So this is my appeal to all you divers out there to see if you have some time to get involved.  Try something
small, be an assistant, or work with some of the events of OCSSDI, of ScubaFest, of your own club.   You’ll be
surprised how fun it is, and how much help you will be.  And how much more will get done, to the benefit of
everyone.



Nautical 

Archaeology 

Training 

Workshop 

 

Saturday April 30 

and  

Sunday May 1 

 

AND 

 

Saturday May 21 

OR  

Sunday May 22 

 

 
 

The Great Lakes Historical Society’s Peachman Lake Erie Shipwreck Research 

Center (GLHS’s PLESRC) and the Maritime Archaeological Survey Team (MAST) 
are pleased to present the 2011 GLHS/MAST Nautical Archaeology Workshop and 

Training. 
 

Saturday April 30 and Sunday May 1, 2011 – Classroom work at the Great Lakes Historical Society 
480 Main Street  Vermilion, OH  44089 

Saturday May 21 OR Sunday May 22, 2011 – In water practice at White Star Quarry 
SR 300  Gibsonburg, OH 

 
Basic Level:  This is the basic class to become a member of MAST and take part in our ongoing 
archaeological field work.  This level will teach you the basics of nautical archaeology, why we do it and how 
to do it.  Topics include, Ship Parts, Trilateration, Survey Equipment, and Laws and Ethics. (Class limited to 30 
people)  $125 
 
Advanced Level (Prerequisite – Basic Training): Take your training a step further and learn how to run 
your own survey.  Topics on advanced techniques include Survey Logistics, Reporting, Research, and other 
special topics. (Class limited to 15 people)  $125 
 
The cost of each level includes all instruction, workbooks, snacks and lunch for the two classroom days.  The 
cost does not include the MAST annual dinner (see attached flyer) or the entrance fee to the quarry. 
 
There may be an opportunity to earn an underwater archaeology specialization PADI or SEI through the Basic 
course.  More information about that after you sign up.
 
                                                  To Register, go on line to www.ohiomast.org. 

  



 

 
 

You are invited to the Seventh Annual Dinner Meeting hosted by the Maritime Archaeological 

Survey Team on Saturday, April 30, 2011.  The event will be at The Inn of Elyria (1825 Lorain 

Blvd. Elyria, OH) with cocktails starting at 6 pm and dinner at 6:30 pm.  The dinner will be 

followed by our keynote speaker, Dr. Brian Redmond, Curator and Head of Archaeology, 

Cleveland Museum of Natural History.   
 

The Danbury Site: Clues about early Ohioans and their relationship 
to Lake Erie 

 
The Danbury Site was discovered in 1977 on 

the southern coast of the Marblehead 

peninsula in Sandusky Bay.  The site was 

believed to be Late Woodland (500 – 1000 

AD) and was professionally excavated from 

2003-2007 by archaeologists from the 

Cleveland Museum of Natural History.  The 

finds show a society of seasonal habitation 

that was using pits to store food, including 

fish from the lake.  There is a lot to be 

learned about the society from the burial 

practices, which have been found in 

abundance at the Danbury site.  Evidence 

suggests a more permanent settlement with 

greater reliance on the Lake and horticulture 

in the Late-Prehistoric Period (1000 – 1750 

AD) 

 

 
 

Pottery from a storage pit at the Danbury 
site.  

  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Tickets by Reservation ONLY!  $30 per person 

 

Dinner includes salad, potatoes, green beans, coffee or tea, and 

dessert. 

Cash Bar 

Dinner 

For more information, please call: 

 

Carrie Sowden – 440-967-3467 x 6  

shipwreck@inlandseas.org

 
To Register, go on line to www.ohiomast.org.  
 

 



March 18-20: ScubaFest 2010, Columbus, Ohio
       See articles in newsletter www.scubafest.org
March 20: OCSSDI meeting, Columbus, Ohio
March 25-27: Beneath the Sea, Seacucus, NJ

www.beneaththesea.org
March 27: Public Safety Day, White Star Quarry
April 2: Shipwrecks 2011, Niagra Divers
Association, Welland, Ontario   17th Annual!

www.niagaradivers.com
April 30:  Annual MAST Dinner & Meeting, Inn of  Elyria,

Elyria, OH www.ohiomast.org.
April 30 & May 1: GLHS/MAST Nautical Archaeology Workshop

Classroom work: Great Lakes Historical Society, Vermilion, OH
www.ohiomast.org.

May 21 & 22: Aqualung / White’s Demo Day,  Gilboa Quarry
www.divegilboa.com

May 21 or 22: Nautical Archaeology In-Water,  White Star Quarry
www.ohiomast.org.

June 11 & 12: Dive Rite Demo,  Gilboa Quarry
www.divegilboa.com

June 18 & 19: Poseidon Demo Day,  Gilboa Quarry
www.divegilboa.com

July 2 & 3 : Digital Underwater Photography Contest
White Star Quarry     www.whitestarquarry.com

July 16 & 17: Barbecue for DAN, Portage Quarry  27th Annual.
Sponsored by Portage Quarry and the TA Dive Club

July 17: OCSSDI Summer Meeting,  Portage Quarry




