
Fall, 2003

3 YEAR TRUSTEES
Annette Soule
Lake Erie Wreck Divers
1417 W. 37th St.
Lorain, OH  44053
(440) 989-1086
diverdown@centurytel.net

Donald Hudson
Cincinnati Underwater
      Explorers
PO Box 062
Cincinnati, OH 45224
(513) 681-7802
dhudson513@aol.com

Dick Colwell
Southern Ohio Scuba
5791 Dublin Rd.
Dublin, OH 43017
(614) 766-8120
dcolwell@ohiohealth.com

SECRETARY
Rich Lauer
TA Dive Club
710 Ravenna Circle
Reynoldsburg, Ohio  43068
(614) 759-0357
faceplate@ohiohills.com

TREASURER
Lu Ann Howard
Buckeye Divers
384 Jefferson Street
Pataskala, Ohio  43062
(740) 927-5663
lhoward@subaquatics.com

1 YEAR TRUSTEE
Marty Bailey
Columbus Sea Nags
646 Noe Bixby Rd
Columbus, OH  43213
(614) 866-9943
bailey.11@osu.edu

Mary Anne Higginbotham
Newark Poseidons
690 Tall Oaks Drive
Newark, Ohio  43055
(740) 344-4242
higginbotham@alink.com

Roger Roth
Gavia Scuba Club
10632 Cinderella
Cincinnati, OH  45242
(513) 793-9896
rroth2@cinci.rr.com

Tim McCloud
Columbus Sea Nags
PO Box 72007
Columbus, Ohio  43207
614-834-1562
tmccloud@columbus.rr.com

WEBSITE DIRECTOR
Mark Beatty
Gavia Scuba Club
321 S. Waynesville Rd
Oregonia, OH  45054
513-932-5983
mark@diveflag.com
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COMMITTEES:
•  Faceplate, Membership:  Rich Lauer
•  Legislative Action: Joyce Hayward
•  Archeology, Promotions: Linda Pansing
•  Speakers Bureau: Marty Bailey,   Annette Soule
•  Dive Ohio Video:  Roger Roth, Andy Dennis
•  Mel Sheehan Scholarship: Dick Colwell

Even though many of us are urgently hitting the
quarries and the Lakes every weekend, trying to push
it off, there’s no doubt the 2003 scuba season is
coming to an end.  Maybe another month, and it’s
hood-and-glove (even drysuits!) time.  For now
though, most of the Ohio sites are still warm, the
crowds are smaller, and visibility decent.

Statewide, there’s a lot happening very quickly.
Coming up next weekend (October 25), three of our
northern dive clubs are putting together a pumpkin
carving/treasure dive day at White Star, benefitting
DAN and the spring Swim For Diabetes.  Weather
predictions look good; expect a lot of fun with a lot of
fellow divers.  Details inside.

Then, just a month away, is the ever popular
Shipwrecks and Scuba in Sandusky.  This is one of
the three biggest scuba events in Ohio each year.
November 15 -- you don’t want to miss it!

Each year, the Bay Area Divers assemble a group
of first-rate speakers, with an emphasis (obviously) on
shipwrecks.  This year is no different.  See the list, and
topics, inside.

Lots of people go up for the evening dinner and
show.  Lots of others, though, make a day of it.  This
year, you can participate in a morning photography
workshop, and in an afternoon film show.  There is an
extra (modest) charge for these.

Hey, folks, this is usually a sellout.  A chance to
dress up and look spiffy, mix with some great people
from all over the state, learn a lot about photography,
and see six (!) great shows.  But don’t wait.

And although we’re still five months off, you’d can
start planning today for ScubaFest 2004.  It’s March
19-21, 2004, in Dublin.  This one is being put together
by a committee of divers from all over the state.
More details, inside, of course.

Our next issue will be discussing ice dives.  It’s
coming.  Go diving this weekend!



Members of the Ohio Council of Skin and Scuba Diving
Aqua Amigos Scuba Club
Cleveland, Ohio
Gary L. McClave
PO Box 32004
Euclid, OH  44132
(440) 461-8877
secretary@aquaamigos.com

Aqua Mariners, Inc.
Canton, Ohio
Jean Griffin
PO Box 8064
Canton, OH  44711-8064
(330) 452-5582
jaybee@ameritech.net

Aqua Masters, Inc.
Lakewood, Ohio
Ted Green
6001 Flowerdale
Cleveland, OH  44144
divrdown42@aol.com

Ashland Scuba Club
Dublin, Ohio
Gary Tolhurst
Ashland Specialty Chemical Co.
5200 Blaze Parkway DA3
Dublin, OH  43017
(614)799-3443
gtolhurst@ashland.com

Bay Area Divers
Sandusky, Ohio
Joyce Hayward
1791 CR 296
Bellevue, OH  44811
(419) 483-3074
joycehayward@cros.net

Buckeye Divers
Columbus, Ohio
2603 Youngs Grove Road
Columbus, OH  43231
DennisLaRue@columbus.rr.com

Central Ohio Divers
Columbus, Ohio
Ken Karst
2501 James Road
Granville, Ohio  43023
(740) 522-1667
kkxray@alink.com

Newark Poseidons
Newark, Ohio
Dave Rauch
362 Coffman Blvd
Heath, OH  43056
(740) 522-4710
rauchhouse@alink.com

North Coast Aquatic Scuba Explorers
Cleveland, Ohio
Yvonne Ladd
16201 Sunny Glenn Road
Cleveland, OH  44128
(216) 662-4613
divescooter@aol.com

Quarry Commandos
St. Marys, OH
Luann Lee
401 N. Main Street
St. Marys, Ohio  45885
(419) 394-2703
star@quarrycommando.com

Southern Ohio Scuba Club
Portsmouth, Ohio
David Vetter
P.O. Box 1582
Portsmouth, Ohio  45662
(740) 353-7811
dvetter@zoomnet.net

Springfield Scuba Society
Springfield, Ohio
Jody Lewis
1238 Shrine Road
Springfield, Ohio  45504
(937) 323-2545
wtjalscubaharley@aol.com

T. A. Dive Club
Reynoldsburg, Ohio
Ernie Naples
3790 Mount Hood Court
Gahanna, Ohio  43230-1191
614-471-2227
tadivemaster@hotmail.com

Toledo Submariners
Toledo, Ohio
2041 McIntosh Dr
Holland, OH  43528
419-865-4184
ttloar@cs.com

Cincinnati Underwater Explorers
Cincinnati, Ohio
Ernest McAdams Jr.
PO Box 0062
Cincinnati, OH  45224
(513) 681-7802
dhudson513@aol.com

Columbus Sea Nags
Columbus, Ohio
Tim McCloud
PO Box 72007
Columbus, Ohio  43207
614-834-1562
tmccloud@columbus.rr.com

Gavia Scuba Club
Cincinnati, Ohio
Bill Libecap
4349 Clifford Road
Cincinnati, Ohio  45236
513-608-3858
mr_bill@mailcity.com

Kittyhawk Scuba Club
Dayton, Ohio
Barb Fissell
1554 Mapledale Drive
Kettering, Ohio  45432
(937) 252-9041
fizz30@msn.com

Lake Erie Wreck Divers
Lorain, Ohio
Dave Soule
1417 W. 37th St
Lorain, Oh.  44053
(440) 989-1086
diverdown@centurytel.net

Lima Scubanauts
Lima, Ohio
P. J. Schaub
12692 Wapak/Buckland Rd
Wapakoneta. OH  45895
(419) 657-2076
oak_thorn2@yahoo.com

check us out on the web
www.ocssdi.org



OCSSDI
  PROFESSIONAL
     MEMBERS

• Lake Erie Shipwreck Research Center•
Vermilion, OH    (440) 967-3467

• Aquatic Realm Scuba Center, Centerville, OH
(937) 428-9836

• ASK Scuba & Snorkeling Center
Dublin, OH    (614) 889-2822

• Blue Water Consulting, Baltimore, OH
(740) 862-8992

• Buckeye Diving School, Bedford, Ohio
(440) 439-3677

• Central Ohio Visual Cylinder Inspectors,
Columbus, OH (614) 895-9200

• Dale’s Diving Shop, Sandusky, OH
(419) 625-4134

• Deep Six Specialists, Inc., Akron, OH
(330) 724-8737

• Discover Diving LLC, Newark, OH
(740) 344-2803

• Diver’s Paradise, Toledo, Ohio
(419) 535-6828

• Huntington Sport & Commercial Diving,
Huntington, West Virginia (304) 528-6622

• JRS School of Scuba, Rootstown, Ohio
(330) 325-2233

• Lakeview Park, Lancaster, OH
(740) 653-4519

• Long Lake Scuba, Lima, OH
(419) 331-3483

• New Wave Complete Diving Store,
Port Clinton, OH    (419) 734-2240

• North Coast Adventures, Cleveland Hts., OH
(216) 932-6315

• Portage Quarry Recreation Club,
Bowling Green, OH    (419) 352-8488

• Quarry Divers, Gibsonburg, OH
(419) 637-7911

• Scuba Recovery Dive Charters,  Findlay, OH
(419) 422-3215

• Sub-Aquatics, Inc., Reynoldsburg, OH
(614) 864-1235

• Todd’s Scuba Sales
Circleville Twin Quarries
(740) 474-9530

H.B. 64 Before Senate
Next phase is underway!  H.B. 64, legislation that

proposes to make it legal for divers in oHIO to possess and
use medical oxygen in case of a diving accident, is before the
state senate.

Tuesday, October 14, Rep Keith Faber introduced the bill
to the Insurance, Commerce & Labor committee.  The bill
passed the Ohio House in June, and must pass the Senate
before becoming law.

Rep. Faber, who originated the bill, noted that it had
passed the House 98-0, “so you see how controversial it is”.
He then went on to describe oxygen use in suspected scuba
accidents as “the first, and frankly the best, first aid for a
diving accident”.  With 60 identified shipwrecks in Lake Erie,
he went on, Ohio can be a tourist attraction for divers, and
must allow them to protect themselves in an accident.

The only question received during this first reading came
from State Senator Mumper, who first acknowledged that he
personally has made 250 dives.  Sen. Mumper noted that
today divers are using oxygen to belnd EAN (nitorx); should
this also be included?  Rep. Faber declined the offer, saying
the immediate concern was for diving first aid.

Most likely, the next reading of the proposal will take
place in January.  So 2004 should be the year!

Dave Rauch and Rich Lauer were on hand to represent
OCSSDI.

Ohio Diver Featured
Anyone reading the September issue of Dive Training

will notice a familiar name.
The lead article for the magazine was titled Scuba

Stewarts: Divers Making A Difference.  Noting that divers
wirness first hand the serious threats to the oceans -- over-
fishing, pollution, coastal developement, etc. -- they remark
that many individual scuba divers are making a difference.

In commending divers from Oregon, Washington,
California, and Hawaii, they also mentioned the Videographer
from Ohio -- Roger Roth, of the Gavia Scuba Club.

Congratulations, Roger, for having your achievements
noted, but also for the work you’re doing  that they found so
noteworthy.

LEWD Goes To GLSC
     Lake Erie Wreck Divers is heading back to the Great Lakes
Science Center, and they’re inviting you to come along!
Join us on Sunday, November 30th at 2pm for:

· The Coral Reef Adventure (Imax movie); and
· The Extreme Deep (exhibit); and
· Some type of sustanance (to be determined)

     Tickets will be $6.75 (adults) and $5.75 (kids) for groups of
10 or more.
     If you would like to join us for this exciting event please
email Rita Montorsi, then send a check in the mail.  Deadline
for signing up is: MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10th.
     e-mail is   www.aidesigngroup.com.  Send check to Rita
Montorsi, a.i. Design Group, Inc., 3041 Nationwide Parkway,
Brunswick, Ohio 44212



October 18-19: Cooper River Shark Tooth Diving, several clubs involved
contact Tim McCloud, tmccloud@columbus.rr.com

October 25: Pumpkin CarvingContest & Treasure Dive
Sponsored by the Submariners, Bay Area Divers, and Aqua Amigos
White Star Quarry.  Details elsewhere in newsletter

October 25: Halloween Dives, Natural Springs Resort
Carving, and prize pumpkins.    www.naturalspringsresort.com

November 15: Shipwrecks and Scuba, Sandusky
Bay Area Divers

November 16: OCSSDI meeting, Sandusky
November 30: Great Lakes Science Center, with LEWD

 contact rmontorsi@aidesigngroup.com by November 10
December 31: Deadline, North Carolina Photo Contest

www.ncaquariums.com
December 31: Deadline, Beneath the Sea Photo Contest

www.beneaththesea.org
January 17:  Deadline, Ford Seahorses Photo Contest

 www.fordseahorses.org
February21:  Great Lakes Shipwreck Festival

Ford Seahorses, Dearborn, Michigan
26th annual!    www.fordseahorses.org

March 19-21: ScubaFest 2004, Dublin
45th annual!      www.scubafest.org

March 21: OCSSDI meeting Dublin
March 26-28: Beneath The Sea, Secaucus, NJ

(914) 664-4310, or e-mail info@beneaththesea.org



Shipwrecks and Scuba
November 15, 2003

Morning Workshop - Afternoon Seminar - Evening Dinner Program
Location - Holiday Inn of Sandusky Rt. 250 & 2, Sandusky, Ohio

 Morning Workshop - The View Below   9:00 am until 12:00 pm
Presented by world-renowned instructors, this workshop is like no other opportunity you have ever had!  Shipwreck

diver, author, underwater photographer and explorer Gary Gentile will start off the workshop by teaching you how you can bring
the experience of diving shipwrecks & sea life back to the surface to share with your friends and family through the use of
underwater or housed traditional cameras. Then, equally famous Sue and Jack Drafahl, authors, world explorers and featured
presenters, will join us from Oregon to share ways to use digital photography during your dives, from basic camera choices, still
and video, computer compatibility and software to creating presentations or publishable photo shots.

Afternoon Seminar - Diving Destinations and Historic Shipwrecks!   1:30 - 4:00
•   Final Run: The 1913 Storm - Ric Mixter   What was the worst storm to hit the Great Lakes? Shipwreck Researcher, Ric
Mixter will chronicle each of the 4 gales of November and will feature the 1913 Storm.  Presentation will include exclusive
interviews from storm survivors and incredible music!
•   Crossroads of Disaster: The Straits of Mackinac Shipwrecks by Cris Kohl and Joan Forsberg  The narrow corridor of
frequently fog-shrouded water connecting Lake Michigan and Lake Huron hides some of the best preserved shipwrecks in the
Great Lakes - join Cris and Joan for a view of diving here.
•   Vanuatu -Dive to The Calvin Coolidge by Gary Gentile  From “Rec” to Tech all on the same incredible shipwreck plus some
of the most beautiful scenery and underwater life you can imagine!

Evening Film Show and Dinner - Shipwrecks of the Deep
•   Fitzgerald: Explored or Exploited? - Ric Mixter The Great Lakes may be filled with thousands of shipwrecks, but only one is
recognized throughout the world.  The Edmund Fitzgerald made headlines when it sank, topped the charts as a ballad, and has
continued to be controversial as a dive destination.  This premiere show will feature the true story behind the expeditions that
visited the Fitz.
•   The Great Northwest Diver - by Sue and Jack Drafahl  What ARE we doing with all this gear?

•   Collision - Calling All Vessels - by David Trotter and URA  This unique program will feature the steamer W.C. Franz sitting
upright on the floor of Lake Huron, remarkably pristine and preserved and the newest opportunity for technical divers.  PLUS - The
Ship that Changed Great Lakes History -First Look!  You will have the unique opportunity of the first look at Trotter’s newest,
secret discovery!

Sponsored by BAY  AREA  DIVERS
Divers Axis * Just Add Water * Gilboa Quarry * Patrix Heschel

 Lakewood Aqua Masters *  McClain’s Restaurant * Monroeville Marine * New Wave Dive Shop
 Rec & Tec Dive Charters  * Underwater Dive Center

Aqua Specialists * Buckeye Diving School * Dales Diving Shop * Deep Six Specialists * Dive Mates
Gone To Sea Scuba * Jim Andrews Marine Artist * Lake Erie Wreck Divers

Michigan Diving Preserves * New Experience * Out of the Blue * Rex Travel * Safety Service Divers
***************************************************************************************

Tickets are sold by reservation only - Group Seating available by Request - Space is Limited - get your tickets today!
Morning Workshop: The View Below by Gary Gentile and Sue and Jack Drafahl - space limited to 75                 Cost $20.00 each
Afternoon Seminar:   Diving Destinations and Historic Shipwrecks - space limited to 100                   Cost  $8.00 each
Evening Program:  Shipwrecks of the Deep - ticket includes displays, dinner, program and after-glow party     Cost $27.00 each

For more information call Joyce Hayward at 419-483-3074 or email joycehayward@cros.net
Rooms at Holiday Inn - specify you are with Shipwrecks and Scuba  419-626-6671

*********************************************************************************************************
Dinner: Chicken or Name_________________________________________________________
Beef Address_______________________________________________________
Potatoes, Rolls City________________________ State___________Zip________________
Vegetables, Salad Phone_______________________
Dessert & Beverage _____Morning Workshops ____Afternoon Seminars  ____Dinners & Evening show

         ( ___beef    ___chicken)
Total enclosed:_________  Make checks payable Bay Area Divers   1791 C.R. 296  Bellevue, OH  44811
Tickets and other information will be mailed to you.  Holiday Inn for room reservations: 419-626-6671
***If you have special seating request, please list here:_______________________________________________



Club News from across the state
    Ahhh!  Indian summer.  People diving locally are enjoying the warm fall water, and beautiful scenery
topside.  Of course, the Caribbean isn’t looking bad, either!
   There are now 20 member clubs in the OCSSDI.  How do I get the information for this page?  First I got
what I could from the newsletters I get in the mail, and from the newsletters I get on line.  Make sure I’m on
your list!
    If there is a particular thing you want listed in our club news, or a flier you want published for a special
event,  drop a line, or e-mail, early in December, March, June, and September.

Toledo Submariners
You saw us diving White Star in October.  This same
month the presidents steak fry is the 18th,  up here in
Cabelaville.  Then we’re one of the host club for the
Pumkin Carving -- watch those knives.

Gavia Dive Club
Down south in West Virginia in September for our annual
rafting trip.  And we’ve just returned from further south --
diving the Cay Sal bank on board the Nekton.

T.A. Club
Barbecue for DAN raised another $2000 for the Divers
Alert Network.  Weather was great, & more than $5000
worth of prizes were given away. Our last Dive Ohio was
October 11; since July we visited Portage, Lakeview,
Gilboa, and White Star.

North Coast Aquatic Scuba Explorers
We like fast water!  After white water rafting in July,  we
headed up to Niagra River, Fort Erie, Ontario, for drift
diving in September.  Meanwhile, you saw us this sum-
mer at White Star and Gilboa quarry diving events.

Aqua Mariners
September found us on our annual canoe trip.  We also
shipped over to Mentor for a fall boat dive trip.  No-
vember will find a dozen of us in warm water, diving the
Bahamas.

Columbus Sea Nags
The past month has seen Sea Nags pretty much in all the
Ohio-area sites out there, including the St. Clair River,
Kingston, Port Sanilac, even the Cooper River.  But we
also blew bubbles in the Florida Keys and the caves,
and Roatan.  Our annual banquet is November 8.

Lima Scubanauts
Our YMCA contracts are sgined, so we’ll be doing our
regular scuba swims starting in November, through the
spring.  Meanwhile, a group of Scubanauts will travel
south to Utila Lodge, Utila,  next month.

Lake Erie Wreck Divers
How about something different in November?  Our belly
dance workshop is November 8.  Meanwhile, we’re
visiting a couple Great Lakes Historical shows,  Febru-
ary takes us to Belize, on the Nekton Pilot.

Newark Poseidons
Nominations for 2004 Officers are coming in November.
We’re working hard on our membership drive, with a
great new meeting place and a high rate of attendance
Our Christmas Party is in the planning stages, similar to
2002!

Bay Area Divers
Our annual night dive took us to White Star quarry in
September.  October takes us to Cooper River, and to
White Star again to carve the pumpkins.  See you at
Shipwrecks and Scuba!



Cincinnati Underwater Explorers
We took advantage of October’s warm weather to dive
Portage Quarry.  March takes us back to Missouri to
dive the Bonne Terre Mines.

Springfield Scuba Society
Our last summer dive was at White Star, August 31 --
not as exciting as our Bahamas live-aboard a few weeks
earlier.  For those who survived the secret(?) club outing
in September, we have our annual halloween party
October 25.

Buckeye Divers
A great St. Clair River dive in August -- maybe the best
visibility we’ve ever seen there.  October gives us the
annual pig orast.  Looking into 2004, we’re oof to the
Keys over Memorial Day.

Aqua Masters
Two trips up north to sunny Canada -- a happy dozen
visited Kingston, Ontario in August, and five of us
dived the Empress of Ireland in Rimouski, Quebec, in
September.  November sends us on  a cross-conti-
nent excursion, to Campbell River, B.C.

Aqua Amigos
We continue to get out almost every weekend.
Locally, we’re visiting White Star and Gilboa Quar-
ries.  We have our clam bake social in October, and
bowling in November.  See you at the pumpkin
carving!

Registration Form
mail to: D. Colensek, 6149 Bramblewood Place, Mentor, OH  44060

Name ________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________
City____________________________St________Zip__________
Dive club affiliation ________________phone _________________
e-mail ____________________________ cert. level ____________
Emergency contact ______________________________________
     relationship ___________________phone __________________
event        ___pumpkin carving       ___treasure hunt         ___both

The pumpkin carving and treasure dive happens at White Star Quarry, Saturday, October 25.
This is sponsored by the Toledo Submariners and the Bay Area Divers.
Bring your own pumpkin!!

ADMISSION:  free.  Donations accepted, proceeds go to DAN
REGISTRATION   2:30-3:)0 pm      CARVING   3:00-4:00pm
DINNER (hot dogs, doughnuts, & cider)  AND JUDGING   4:00-5:30pm

UNDERWATER TREASURE HUNT sponsored by the Aqua Amigos
ADMISSION  $10 per diver.  Portion of the proceeds donated to Scuba for Diabetes
REGISTRATION   2:30-5:30 pm          DINNER  4:00-5:30pm
TREASURE HUNT  5:30-6:30 PM        PRIZES AWARDED   7:00-7:30pm

halloween dive Saturday, October 25



OCSSDI MTG – Sunday, July 27, 2003

MINUTES:     As written in the Faceplate.  Motion to accept:  1st LuAnn Howard  2nd Dick Colwell
TREASURER’S REPORT:    Motion to accept:  1st  Donald Hudson          2nd  Dick Cowell
FACEPLATE MAILING, SUMMER: 75 were mailed, and 65 sent via e-mail
WEBSITE: Mark Beatty will soon have PayPal up and running on the OCSSDI website.  This way, people
can renew memberships and buy Scubafest tickets on line, using credit card or their PayPal card.

OLD BUSINESS:

Legislative Committee: Ron Smith will keep us informed on O2 bill status.  It passed the Ohio House
earlier this year and it’s expected to be introduced to the Ohio Senate in the Fall.

Council took a position on the proposed Lake Erie Shipwreck Preserve.  Dave Soule explained that with its
present proposal, few good sites are even included.  Dave’s viewpoint “If you don’t have a product, don’t sell it”,
was the stance agreed to.  Our current position on preserve – we are not in favor of drafts currently in place.
Post SLAC meeting dates online/group forum if time permits

Buoy Project:  The idea hasn’t advanced much, because government is reluctant to take on the liability
involved with placing buoys on the wrecks.  Question: would this be something OCSSDI would assume?

To Do:  Check with Ron Smith re: liability issues with individual/group assuming buoy responsibility
To Do:  Dave Soule to provide update to Mark Beatty on buoy status, for inclusion on the website.

OH Drivers License Plate: To date we have 425 signatures; Rich Lauer will send another mailing and will
follow-up, for March OCSSDI meeting.  Question was raised as to whether electronic signatures would be
acceptable.

To Do:  PDF of sign-up sheet to Mark Beatty to make available online (for download)
Scholarship Committee:  Received $450.00 donation from ScubaFest Committee

To Do:  Dick Colwell to send letter of appreciation to ScubaFest Committtee c/o TA Club
Dive Ohio Video:  Andy Dennis requested additional images for Lake Erie; preferably video but can also

work in stills.
To Do:  Carol Kender of ASK Scuba will send VHS footage from Lake Erie.  Specifically, Andy is
asking for footage from Natural Springs, Nelsons Ledges, and Lake Erie.  His goal is a 12-minute video.
Hopefully, we’ll have it by Shipwrecks and Scuba.

NEW BUSINESS
Mark Beatty, OCSSDI Website Director, requests that the clubs send him a copy of their charter, to list
on the website.

Club Trips:  Bill Libecap suggested that club dive trips be listed in the Faceplate.  These are trips that
are open to anyone.  Dick Colwell 2nd.  This will start in 2004.

To Do:  Mark Beatty to make trip forum available; Rich Lauer to include in newsletter
Swap Meets:  Mark Beatty noted that at one time the annual swap meet was a big event in the state.

Recognizing the problems with professional scuba stores, is there any way to do a swap meet, without stepping
on the toes of our professional members?

Carol Kender suggested if the Council wanted to do it, there should be an entry fee for individuals, that
no professional agency (dive store, in-state or no) be allowed to participate, and that a percentage must go to the
Council.

Dick Colwell stipulated that the seller must be a member of Council.
Recognizing this might be a controversial topic, it was tabled until the November meeting.



Past due memberships:  Rich Lauer will follow-up with delinquent club dues and attempt to contact various
club members instead of just initial club contacts.  Council to consider a “pending members” listing for delin-
quent clubs;
Member kit:  Mark Beatty asked that member kits be submitted to clubs

ScubaFest 2004:
ScubaFest Location: Wyndham Dublin Hotel
Date: March 19 – 21, 2004
Chairman: Rich Lauer
Exhibitor Chairperson: Carol Kender of ASK Scuba
Exhibitor Co-Chairs: Dick Colwell and Lynn Wickline

Carol Kender approached Council with the following exhibitor proposal, which was accepted as formal Motion
and passed:  1st  Linda Pansing   2nd  Tim McCloud
• Scuba show exhibit with as many suppliers as possible, with new consumer product display booths; no sales
and no individual dive store promotion; for informational purposes only;
• No admission charged, but visitors would have entry form for suppliers and dive stores to contact after-
ward.
• Exhibitor booths free of charge with the following stipulations;
• Dealers requested to stay at the ScubaFest event hotel;
• Dealers requested to donate door price for Council use;
• Dealers requested to make minimal donation to Council of $20 to be used for charity/scholarship;
• Dealers requested to split the cost of the room:  ie hotel cost for draping tables, etc. (1960 square feet
currently available); and
• Minimal advertising expense.

Dealers acknowledging interest include:  DUI, Oceanic, Sherwood, Aqualung, Henderson, Harvey’s, Xcel,
Tabata, Sealife Cameras and SeaSigns;

Suppliers requesting possible technical seminars include:  DUI, Oceanic, and Sherwood.  Dealers to rent
courtesy rooms for equipment demos (3 suites currently available).  Pool may be researched for generic demos
to ‘discover scuba’, camera demos, etc;

May approach training agencies as well, but would probably run out of space to accommodate; and
Council confirmed there was no perceived conflict with selling non-scuba equipment items such as:  T-shirts,
jewelry, art, books, videos, etc.

Cincinnati Gavias have committed to booklet, promotional flyers.
It was noted that the 2003 ScubaFest was able to show profit because LCD equipment use and promo-

tional booklet were donated, and the auction event proceeds.  It is the intention of the Council to attract divers
and dive shops from other areas to the event and members were enthusiastic to the proposal above.

To Do:  It was suggested that Council send packets to dive stores asking that they contact their reps and
inform them of this opportunity.

To Do:  Add task for raffle or other donation @ banquet for Scholarship fund
ScubaFest committee meeting scheduled Sunday, August 3rd at Wyndham hotel.

NEXT MTG LOCATION
November 16th, Sandusky following Shipwrecks and Scuba, Bay Area Divers event



Speakers Announced for ScubaFest 2004, March 19-21
Keynote Speakers have been announced for ScubaFest 2004, March 19-21, in Dublin, Ohio.
Pat and Jim Stayer, of Out of the Blue Productions, will be the featured speakers for the Saturday night Banquet Ball.

Although the Stayers are best known for their work in the Great Lakes, diving has also taken them to the east coast and
across the Pacific.

From these adventures they trio has authored three books and produced numerous videos and DVDs.   They have been
long time favorites of major dive shows across the North America, and their award winning work has appeared on all major
TV networks including the History Channel, Learning Channel, Discovery, and Oprah Winfrey Show.  

Their Saturday night presentation, Yap…More Than Mantas and Mandarins, was featured at the 2003 DEMA show.
The couple will also be giving two other presentation on Saturday and Sunday, as well as autographing their books and
videos.

ScubaFest 2004 will be the 45th annual event.  This year’s gathering will be presented by the OCSSDI Committee, rather
than by an individual dive club, as in past years.  It will be held at the Wyndham Dublin Hotel.

ScubaFest is a weekend of exhibits, speakers, and presentations, topped off by the Saturday evening Banquet Ball.
Some of the exhibitors who have committed so far are Sherwood/Genesis/Akona, DUI, Oceanic, Harveys Wet Suits,
Agualung/Seaquest, Drager, Henderson wet suits, Sea and Sea cameras, St. Moritz Watches, Sealife Cameras, Tabata, Frog
Divers, Sea Signs, and White Dry Suits.

Speakers will cover topics in dive travel, technical diving, medical aspects, photography, equipment, and training.
Exhibits will be open Friday evening through Sunday;
speakers and presentations Saturday and Sunday.  Friday
night will be a mixer and film festival – the films will be the
finalists from the Underwater Images contest.

Profits from this year’s ScubaFest are earmarked for
the Honduran Dental Project, and the OCSSDI Scholarship
fund.

Ticket prices are $15 per day, $25 for the weekend,
entitling you to the exhibit hall, all speakers and presenta-
tions, and door prizes.  An all-inclusive pass, the above
plus the Saturday evening banquet, is $60.

SPECIAL OFFER: If you order your tickets before
January 15!!, the all-inclusive pass is only $50, saving you
$10 per person, $20 per couple.  Who says you can’t find a
bargain anymore?

You can order tickets using the form below, or you can
order on-line using Paypal.  Remember scubafest.org.

Rooms at the Wyndham Hotel are $89 per night, which
also gets you two breakfast coupons daily.  Call (614) 764-
2200, and specify that you are with ScubaFest.

Mel Sheeham Scholarship
One of the highlights of ScubaFest is the Mel Sheeham

Scholarship, awarded by the Council to a deserving student
in college or a technical school, , pursuing a career in a
marine-related field.  Although this awarded hasn’t been
given out annually, it is awarded when a deserving candidate
comes forth.

Last year, the Scholarship was awarded to Joe Hoyt,
who received $1000.

There are a few requirements to qualify for the scholar-
ship.  The applicant must be a member of Council and
presently enrolled in school, in an apporved field.  Applica-
tions must be received prior to the November OCSSDI
meeting (this year November 16).  Decision will be an-
nounced at the Banquet Ball.

You can find a complete list of requirements on the
website, ocssdi.org, or you can e-mail chairman Dick Colwell
at dcolwell@ohiohealth.com.   Send your application to
OCSSDI Scholarship, box 85, Summit Station, OH  43073.

NAME: _____________________________________ Dive Club ___________________________
ADDRESS _______________________________  e-mail or phone______________________
CITY  __________________________________  STATE ____ ZIP ________________
Mail to:  ScubaFest 2004, PO box 85, Summit Station, Ohio  43073

or, you can order tickets via PayPal, at ScubaFest.org

SCUBAFEST 2004 Advance Registration
___ALL-INCLUSIVE weekend pass and banquet  $60

($50 before 1/15/04)
___Weekend pass  $25
___ One day pass  $15
___ Saturday night banquet only   $40  ($35 before 1/15/04)

___ total enclosed



TIME TO JOIN UP FOR 2004!
With the fall issue of the Faceplate comes the opportunity to renew membership for 2004.
Why be a member of Council?  This agency is working for you, the divers of Ohio.  Whether it be the

pending(!) oxygen legislation, buoying of shipwrecks in Lake Erie, the seminars, license plate proceedings,
educational forums, social activities, and community involvement, the OCSSDI has your interests at heart.

Also, there’s a lot of enjoyment.  Look across the page to our schedule of events.  Carving a pumpkin
underwater, looking for treasure in Ohio quarries, decorating a tree, seeing and hearing the top scuba profession-
als in the country -- these events are brought to you by Council, and the members of the OCSSDI.  You don’t
want to miss it.

A couple notes....
• Starting last year, more than half the members are getting their Faceplate via e-mail.  This is quicker, and it
comes in color.  It’s also less expensive for OCSSDI.  Your choice.  Just fill in the e-mail blank below.  PRINT
CLEARLY.
• If you’ve signed in already, or have been getting the mailed edition of the Faceplate, it’s easy to change.  Just
e-mail faceplate@ohiohills.com, and request to receive yours via e-mail in the future.
• You can renew on-line, with your credit card and through pay-pal.  Just go to OCSSDI.org.
• As a Council member, you can be enrolled on the OCSSDI News Group.  This is an e-mail service; if
something happens regarding scuba in Ohio, you will receive a news flash on-line.

NAME  _______________________________________________
ADDRESS  ____________________________________________
CITY  ___________________________STATE____ZIP________
CLUB AFFILIATION, if any _______________________________
PHONE________________E-MAIL_________________________

     If you give us your e-mail address, we will automatically send you the Faceplate on-line, unless
you request a hard copy instead.

Membership for 2004
Ohio Council of Skin
and Scuba Divers, Inc.

Dues: $12 per year.  $9 per year, if a member of an
affiliate club.  Make checks to OCSSDI, send to:

Rich Lauer
710 Ravenna Circle
Reynoldsburg, OH  43068


