Date: July 20, 2008 ScubaFest 2009

To: Ohio Council Skin and Scuba Divers Inc.
Subj:  ScubaFest 2009

At the present time, ScubaFest 2009 is on-track for hosting an outstanding event from March
20-22, 2009 at the Crowne Plaza North in Columbus, Ohio. We have secured a room rate of
$104, plus tax. This venue has ample facilities for our current needs. Several members have
attended other events at the Crowne Plaza in the past and have an extremely high opinion of
the facility. Additionally, we have tentatively placed ScubaFest on the Crowne Plaza
schedule for 2010. This was done to ensure that we would have a venue and facilities pre-
booked allowing the Committee to have a 2010 exhibitor's packet prepared for distribution at
the end of our 2009 show.

Our primary goals this year are to rebuild ScubaFest, putting it on-track to become a show to
remember as well as have a great 50" anniversary of OCSSDI's yearly celebration and
banguet. To accomplish this, we have sought out a distinguished keynote speaker and two
prime presenters from the shipwreck world. These well-known presenters will help us increase
attendance and move ScubaFest toward a premier status.

John Chatterton, of “Deep Sea Detectives” and principle of Shadow Divers, has agreed to
serve as our keynote speaker. We have also asked John to consider hosting a workshop or
seminar during the event. We felt that the attendance potential would be greatly enhanced
with a speaker that is known not only to the diving community but to the general public as
well.

Additionally, Dave Trotter, an extremely well-known Great Lakes wreck diver and explorer has
graciously agreed to present multiple programs. Dave is one of the principles in the book
Shipwreck Hunter and his organization has discovered in excess of ninety shipwrecks. As a
result of his activities in the diving community, Dave has a large following in Ohio and the Ohio
Region and should be well received. Also, Valerie van Heest has agreed to present Icebound
Found! The Ordeal of the SS Michigan and She Died a Hard Death, The Sinking of the
Hennepin. She is a well-recognized wreck diver, explorer and the Director of the Michigan
Shipwreck Research Associates. Valerie is a member of the Women Divers Hall of Fame, has
directed over a dozen documentaries and appeared on major television news networks as
well as the Discovery Channel.

Workshops are well underway. Dave Leander has agreed to provide PSI Workshops on both
Friday and Saturday. By adding the PSI courses on Friday, we anticipate that more fire and
police departments will take advantage of the workshops. Rich Lauer has agreed to present
a workshop on Photoshop Elements 6.0 to provide divers who take digital photographs with a
method to improve the overall appearance of their photos. We are working with David Haas
of Haas Photography to promote a workshop on Digital Photography. As many of you know,
Dave is an excellent photographer both above and below the water. Carrie Sowden has






