Ohio Council of Skin & Scuba Divers Spring, 2008 Meeting 
Held Sunday, April 27, 2008 at the Roberts Centre, Wilmington, OH following ScubaFest 2008.
The meeting was brought to order by Ohio Council President, Elex Ali.  Elex welcomed everyone in attendance.  A sign up sheet was passed around.
Those in Attendance:

Name                  Affiliation

Elex Ali, Lake Erie Divers

Richard (Dick) Colwell, Sea Nags
Bill Libecap, Gavia
Vivian Duff, Independent
Darrell Logan, TA Dive Club
Sue Smith, Independent
Gary D. Venet, Rec & Tec Dive Charters
David Leander, PSI
Patrix S. Heschel, Bay Area Divers
Barbara Eller, Bay Area Divers
Cheryl Patterson, Deep Blue Adventures
Rich Synowiec, White Star Quarry
Ernie Naples, TA Dive Club
John Holly, Bay Area Divers
Jane Holly, Bay Area Divers
Scott Pansing, MAST
Roger Roth, Gavia
Mark Beatty, Kittyhawk
Carol Kender, ASK  Snorkel Divers
Bob Lucas, Underwater Adventurers
Jack Hornsby, Aquatic Adventurers
V. David Rauch, Newark Poseidons
Mary Ann Higginbotham, Newark Poseidons

Joseph E. Higginbotham, Newark Poseidons

Lu Howard, Buckeye Divers

The Secretary’s report was read by Vivian Duff from the November 18, 2007 meeting held at the Sawmill Creek Resort, Huron, Ohio.  There were no additions or corrections.  Mark Beatty made a motion to accept the minutes as read, Scott Pansing seconded the motion.  It was approved by everyone in attendance.

Treasurer’s report was received from Lu Howard.  Check book balance at the end of March, 2008:  $7,669.18 which includes the Scholarship balance of $2,118.47.  An additional expense of $516.60 was incurred for the new Ohio Council booth display used at ScubaFest 2008 and in the future to promote the Ohio Council.  Several noted how nice the booth looked.  It was noted that clubs still need to update their information with Rich Lauer.  Gavia and Buckeye Divers’ information is current.  Information on the upcoming Put-in-Bay clean-up is needed for the next Faceplate.  Lu and Patrix provided information.  Dave Rauch made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report.  Carol Kender seconded the motion.  The report was accepted.  

Vivian Duff read a roll of the clubs present so it could be determined if a quorum was present.  12 clubs were present.

Oxygen Report & Bill I-68
Scott Pansing gave an update on Bill I-68 (reference previous Faceplate) regarding crossing into Canadian waters on a dive boat could put the boat and captain subject to search and the American citizens on board need to declare their intent to cross into Canadian waters before boarding and report to a videophone upon return to the U.S. shore.  The verbage of the bill is hard to interpret.  Scott reported as of April 14, 2008, the bill was quietly repealed and overridden in Washington, D.C. The Outlying Area Reporting System (OARS) phone box, videophone at Put-in-Bay, Sandusky and Cleveland are subject to being vandalized and out of service.  For now, going into Canadian waters for diving or fishing remains status quo.  A patrol boat can approach only when you make landfall.  Upon stepping out of your boat,  you must present a valid passport.  If you don’t tie up and step out,  you don’t have to report to officials.  Anchoring offshore in Canadian waters there is no call needed nor a passport.
Oxygen bill is good for another 2 years until 2010/2011.  Source:  www.ohio.gov website

Carol Kender commented regarding Oxygen providers are unaware of what form the diver/requestor of oxygen should bring with them for a fill.  It was discussed that you can print and take the form from the Ohio Council website link.  Keep Mark Beatty, webmaster, informed if the link is bad so he can correct it.
Faceplate

Rich Lauer is asking for help to verify e-mail addresses bounced back.  Roger Martin, lifetime OC member, had not been receiving his Faceplate for a number of years.  His updated e-mail address is:  rjmartinservice@aol.com.  Ken Davis in Florida has withdrawn his membership.  It was brought to Rich’s attention that Aquatic Adventures contact information was wrong in the last Faceplate.
Speaker’s Bureau - Annette Soule was not present; therefore, no report.

Scholarship

Dick Colwell has received one application.  5 of 6 votes confirmed the applicant would receive $1,000.  Dick receive the bio for Jennifer  Berger and he read her thank you.
Environmental Report

No report.  Patrix is getting ready for the Put-in-Bay clean-up to be tentatively held on Monday, Sept 15, 2008.  

Old Business

Ernie Naples reported there has been little activity on the diver’s license plate petition.  Darrell Logan was entering the names into an Excel file to eliminate duplications.  Scott Pansing plans to talk to a legislator to see if there is a shortcut to getting the plates approved.  The current method of signature collection requires 1,000 signatures with either a driver’s license number or social security number both of which many divers rightfully consider sensitive information subject to identity theft hence they don’t sign the petition.  Typically this type of plate request passes within 1-1/2 to 2 year window.  Scott said an alternative is to go with a legislator for a petition to get money from the state to assist with the process.  The downside is that Ohio Council cannot ask for a legislative sponsor and expect to receive $5 a plate proceeds from the sale of the license plate.  At this point, those present felt it was worth pursuing an another option if feasible.  Scott plans to follow-up.

Roger Roth plans to ask Cincinnati retail stores for assistance in getting petition signatures.  Darrell Logan confirmed that there are 850 valid signatures.  Lu Howard is providing Darrell with the signatures collected at ScubaFest this weekend for input into the Excel spreadsheet or database.

Ernie Naples explained that the petition method allows Ohio Council to assess a $5 fee on the sale of the plate which could be used to promote the Ohio Council or other worthwhile cause.  If we use a legislator, Ohio Council does not get the $5 fee, but the visibility on Ohio license plates.  Elex suggested we continue to collect signatures.  Rich Lauer asked for an update on where we are with collecting signatures.  Carol Kender asked for clarification of how to get the tags now given the length of time.  Why not pursue a legislator’s help?  Scott Pansing said the Scholarship fund could be funded by the per plate fee.  

Mary Ann Higginbotham made a motion to pursue the non-additional funded plate.  Scott Pansing, Ernie Naples, Darrell Logan, Dave Rauch are willing to work on it and approach a legislator.  The motion was seconded by Carol Kender.  Motion carried.

Scott Pansing showed the basic Ohio Council template design of the license plate which was originally drawn up at the start of the campaign.  The design is subject to change.
By-Laws

Ron Smith was not present.  Dave Rauch read the minutes.  Mark Beatty states the updated By-Laws are not on the website.  Mark gave Ron’s package with Dave Rauch’s notes.  No copy was kept.   Ron may be the only person who has documentation where a 3 man board runs the Ohio Council versus a President, Vice President and Secretary.

Dave Rauch will contact Ron Smith regarding the By-Laws.  Dave Rauch will report back and bring a hard copy to the next meeting at Portage Quarry during the DAN BBQ, Sunday, July 20, 2008.  

Handicapped Soldiers

Barbara Eller.  New Wave Dive Shop August, 2008 needs dive buddies or an instructor for the disabled.  Dive Heart plans to adopt a disabled diver providing $1,500 for a trip to the Florida Keys and Ohio local weekends of $500.  Dick Colwell asked about the cost to support training (no equipment included).  Ohio Council would need to pay just for training and certification.  Barbara Eller to send information to Rich Lauer at Faceplate@ocssdi.org.  The Handicapped Scuba Association (HSA) BBQ at Portage is set for Saturday, Sept. 13-14, 2008.
MAST

Carrie Sowden, MAST, is moving forward with the Lake Erie buoy program.  They plan to set out 10 buoys.  Ben Ford, past scholarship recipient, is to return to Ohio in May, June and July.  www.Ohioshipwrecks.org is a new website to promote diving in Lake Erie.  Lake Erie is divided into four areas to encourage interest, giving coordinates and a description of the wrecks.  MAST currently has 3 Texas A&M students to work on underwater archaeology.

New Business

ScubaFest 2008

Dick Colwell said financials are not in, site for ScubaFest 2009 not yet selected.  Last 60 days focus was on current ScubaFest 2008 event.  The new and on-going committee members are in place for 2009.  Volunteers should be thanked.  Rich Lauer said last year’s exhibitor attendance of 40 was an all time high, but this year was still good.  Rich sent invitations to 70 shops.  Rich asked everyone present to go back home and tell others about the good time.  Rich Synowiec, White Star Quarry, said he was disappointed the past 4 years because of the small number of vendors and overall attendance.  He asked what is our measure of success?  Is foot traffic considered?  Dick Colwell expressed the well attended banquet, comments from attendees, etc.  There was lengthy discussion regarding the dates in April conflicting with good weather and local Spring dives.  Underwater Images (UWI) and contract negotiation.  St. Croix dive shop was not present this year because they do all of their shows in the U.S. between December and March each year.  Dick Colwell stated that the Roberts Centre facility gave the committee two dates March and April.  The exhibitors selected April over the mid-March date which happened to be the blizzard weekend in Ohio this year.  Rich Synowiec gave the perspective from the vendor regarding attendance and ROI.  Approximately $500 cost to attend.  If he charges divers $10 a person admission at the gate to White Star Quarry, he needs 50 divers at the quarry to recover his costs, but he needs and is looking for new divers.  Ideally, 25% of booth visitors need to be new divers as foot traffic.  Ohio Council acknowledged that original booth pricing was wrong and they won’t make that mistake again and the event needs to move to an earlier month.  

Darrell Logan explained there will be three speakers for next year.  Terry Bacus is making contact with this year’s exhibitors to ensure their return.  Bill Libecap explained the need for volunteers.  Cheryl Patterson, Deep Blue Adventures, asked about the commitment of the committee to ensure a better event in 2009.  A lengthy discussion occurred regarding the expectations from the vendors and the efforts of the committee members.  Carol Kender, representing Underwater Images observed that six years ago attendance at ScubaFest started to go down.  When the event outgrew the Dublin, OH hotel and attendance rebounded, a two year contract was signed with the Roberts Centre in Wilmington.  It was noted that the Wilmington, OH location is not good for local exposure and one day visits.   Carol said overall in the dive industry, diving is off, sales are off and training is down.  It can be due in part to the economy and lack of good advertising.  

Extensive and sometimes heated discussion of the pros and cons of the Ohio Council continuing to run the 50th year of ScubaFest took place.  Underwater Images, Carol Kender, Roger Roth and Mark Beatty said they were set to take over the event as a for profit entity and Ohio Council would just run the banquet and sign a non-compete agreement.  Ohio Council had concerns on the future of the event if it were not profitable for UWI.  In the end, Elex Ali asked Roger Roth for a commitment to support the next Ohio Council ScubaFest 2009 committee and consider submitting a proposal for presentations at the event.  Darrell & Judy Logan along with Bill Libecap will be Directors of the committee.  A vote was taken and the majority in attendance agreed the Ohio Council should continue to run ScubaFest 2009.  The vote was as follows:

Lake Erie Wreck Divers in favor

Gavia Scuba Club abstain

TA Club in favor

Rec and Tec Dive Charters had left the meeting

Bay Area Divers in favor

MAST rep had left the meeting

Kittyhawk Scuba Club abstain
Underwater Adventurers  in favor

New Wave in favor

Buckeye Divers in favor

Aquatic Adventurers in favor

7 in favor, 2 abstain and 2 left 

The next meeting will be held Sunday, July 20, 2008, 10 a.m. at Portage Quarry during the DAN BBQ. 
The meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Vivian Duff, Secretary

